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Having a splashing good time at the school pool. 

consul t ing 

Isleham School Pool Association 

Hello from ISPA!  
It may still be a bit chilly out there, but 

we are starting to think about getting the 

school pool ready for when the weather 

warms up and looking forward to 

another good swimming year. 

Last year we welcomed several new 

families and we hope everyone enjoyed 

using the pool. We’re planning even 

more improvements for when we open 

in May.  

Your children really enjoy swimming 

in the school pool and look forward 

to their lessons. PLEASE help us 

keep it open. 

We only have one fundraising day a 

year but we need your help. Please 

sign up to help, even for just an hour, 

on the fun day May 10th. 

 

If you want to know anything about our 

pool please contact any of the 

committee, we’ll be happy to answer 

your questions. 

Committee Contacts:  

Amy Casburn 01638 781176 

Claire Dalton-Cole  01638 781322 

Mel Jones 01638 780902 

Sonia Bornshin 01638 780551 

Zoe French 01638 780007 

�:  isleham.pool.assoc@gmail.com 

 

Spring Newsletter 

BBQ Fun Day 10th May 

Please Help! 

About our pool 

First Aid refresher courses 

We need your old clothes! 

Last year’s events 

SPR ING  
2014  

Summer 2013 was a great year for the school 

pool. New anti-slip matting, some pretty bunting 

and a selection of new toys made a big 

difference to the pool, The children certainly 

had a good time and some sessions were 

nearly at capacity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The benefits of having a school pool and 

swimming pool association are huge. Children 

are learning to swim at school. It’s not a deep 

pool, they can stand easily and it isn’t too far to 

swim a width, or a length, so their confidence 

grows quickly. This is great for younger 

children who are learning to swim, but even 

those already confident in the water enjoy the 

familiarity of the school pool and splashing 

about with their friends.  

  

 

There are advantages over the bigger local 

pools for parents too – no paying to stand 

getting cold while they swim and no vending 

machines to avoid! 

 

Joining the ISPA and taking children to swim 

there regularly costs only £25 for the whole 

year. Swimming is after school, at weekends 

and during the school holidays; younger 

siblings not yet at school can swim too and 

passes can be obtained to bring visiting 

friends and relatives.  

 

If you would like to swim at the school pool 

this year please attend one of our first aid 

courses on either 28
th
 April at 6.30pm or 7

th
 

June at 8.30am for a cost of only £2.50. The 

course does need to be completed before 

joining, but there is no test and remember 

you are only ever responsible for your own 

children! 

ISPA Summer BBQ & Fun Day  ** Saturday May 10 th ** 

Join us for a fun afternoon on the field 

Last year our BBQ Fun Day was a great success 

despite the weather not being perfect!   

 

We enjoyed maypole dancing, fun sports, a magic 

show, bouncy castle, face painting as well as great 

food and a good mix of stalls and games.  This year we 

hope it will be even better but we do need your help! 

We can’t run the day with only our small committee so 

please, please sign up below and help out in any way 

possible. Thank you! 

 

We are hoping for sunshine this year of course 

but whatever the weather we can guarantee a 

fun-packed afternoon with a bouncy castle, 

FREE Magic Show, demonstrations from local 

groups and fun for all the family, so please put 

the date on your calendar 

Saturday 10th May 2014  12-3pm 

How Can I Help? 

Do you have a band or belong to a local group that would like to perform as part 

of our entertainment? If so please get in touch, we’d love to hear from you.  It is a 

great way to get children involved in your club or group and show us what you do. 

Have a stall. This is a great way to advertise your organisation or business, sell 

your hand-made items or clear out your cupboards.  Pitches are just £5 

Can you spare a hand to help us put up and take down marquees and tables? We 

set up from 8am and pack up from 3pm, many hands make light work! Or please 

offer anything from half an hour during the BBQ, 12pm – 3pm to help on a stall or 

organise some games. 

There will be a tombola of new items and a second hand books and toys stall, all 

proceeds to ISPA. We would gratefully accept any donations for these, please 

hand in to the school office or a committee member, thank you! 

Y5 / Y6 Design-a-Game Competition 
Are you in year 5 or 6? Would you like to design and run a game stall 

at the BBQ, in teams of two or more? 

 

There will be a prize for the most innovative game and the game 

that raises the most money for ISPA. 
 

���� ........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Reply Slip. 

 

If you would like more information; to book a place of the first aid course; book a stall for the fun day or offer help 

on the day, please return this slip to the school office or committee and we will get in touch, thanks! 

 

���� Please contact me, I would like more information on the swimming pool and joining the association 

���� I/we would like to attend the first aid course at  ���� 6pm on Monday April 28th at ���� 8.30am on Saturday June 7th 

���� I would like to have a stall at the BBQ Fun Day on Saturday May 10th 

���� I am able to help at the Fun Day on May 10th 

���� I have a child in year 5/6 who would like to enter the Design-a-Game competition 

Any Comments: .........................................................................................................................................................................  

 .....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Name: .........................................................................................................................................................................................  

Phone or email: ..........................................................................................................................................................................  

Child/ren’s Name(s) and year(s) .............................................................................................................................................  

 

View the newsletter in colour on the school website 



Love it or hate it, we know quite 

a few people use it so we have 

set up an ISPA Facebook group.  

Only group members will be able to see posts 

but it will hopefully be a way of keeping you 

up-to-date with what is happening at the pool 

and our latest events. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

DATES  for your diary 
 
March 11th 

 Bag 2 School Collection 

April 28th 

First Aid Training 6.30pm school hall 

May 10th 

ISPA BBQ Fun Day 12-3pm  School field 

June 7th 

First Aid Training 8.30am  School Hall 

July 11th 

 Bag 2 School Collection 

    

FFFFirst Aidirst Aidirst Aidirst Aid    Refresher CourseRefresher CourseRefresher CourseRefresher Course    

ISPA requires that all members have attended a basic first aid refresher 

course before joining. This needs to be done yearly, even if you are already 

first aid trained.  

You do have to attend to be a member but you are not obliged to join ISPA 

by doing the course so why not come along anyway? It is an excellent 

opportunity to remind yourself of the treatment for choking, fractures, shock 

and resuscitation for the very low cost of just £2.50 per person. 

We have two available sessions, Monday 28
th
 April at 6.30pm and Saturday 

7
th
 June at 8.30am, both at the school, they last no more than an hour.  It is 

a very informative course with a chance to practise, but there is no test and 

nothing to fear! 

Places are limited so please book early. 

 

Money for Old Clothes 
Thank you for continuing to 

support our Bags to School 

collections which are a 

fantastic way of raising funds 

for our school pool. We 

usually raise at least £600 a 

year by recycling your old 

clothes. 

 

For those of you not familiar 

with the scheme, we send 

bags home with the children 

for you to fill with: 

• Clothes, hats, coats 

• Shoes and handbags 

• Bedding 

• Soft toys   

 

You then return the blue bag 

(or any large bag will do) to 

the school before 9.30am on 

collection day. 

 

Our next collection day is 

Tuesday 11
th

 March. 

 

The Bag 2 School Organisation 

then pay us 50p per kilo. 

That’s £500 per tonne! 

For more information about 

what you can send in your 

bags or what happens to the 

clothing, please visit : 

www.bag2school.com 

 

 

We have three collections a 

year so please save your soft 

recyclable items for us. If you 

have large amounts to bring 

to the school we can arrange 

to collect it for you. Please 

email us or ring one of the 

committee.  

 

Please ask your friends and 

family to save their old 

clothing too!  

 

Thank you! 

 

 

Keeping our pool safe. Next collection 11
th
 March 

We had a lovely sunny day for the gala last year 

and our colourful Beach Holiday float won 

second prize. 

 

With the prize money and the amount 

collected in the buckets ( £126!) we raised over 

£200 for the pool. 

 

We would like to say a huge “Thank You” to 

everyone who helped with the decorations, 

costumes, float preparation and collection for 

the gala, to Mr Bramley for the use of his van 

and trailer and to Jeremy Shepherd for driving. 

What shall we do on our float in 2014? 

Would you like to be involved? 

Suggestions please to isleham.pool.assoc@gmail.com 

Festival of Light 

 

Some of you may have seen our tree 

at the Festival of Light at St Andrew’s  

Church in December. It looked 

lovely with the silver and blue  

water themed decorations.  

 

If you are feeling  

creative during the year 

and would like to make a special 

decoration for the tree we would 

love to have them to add to our 

collection. 

 

Facts about the 
school pool you 
may not know! 
 
The pool is 1 metre deep and 

generally kept at 31°C. 

 

In 1998 the pool had fallen 

into disrepair and was rebuilt 

thanks to a dedicated band of 

parent volunteers: ISPA was 

formed in 1999 and as a 

result of all their hard work 

fundraising and building, the 

new pool opened in 2000.  

ISPA today still raises money 

to help the school maintain 

and run the pool. 

 

The school caretaker and 

three trained parent 

volunteers  (pool carers) 

measure the chlorine levels 

twice a day all through the 

swimming season, weekends 

and holidays, vacuuming and 

treating the water. 

 

Children at Isleham School 

have swimming lessons free 

-at many schools  parents 

have to pay. 

 

ISPA pay around £2000 a 

year towards pool costs 

which include fuel, boiler 

servicing, water testing, 

maintenance, training pool 

carers and providing 

equipment for lessons. This 

year we also hope to replace 

the polytunnel over the pool. 

 

You can join ISPA and swim 

in the pool the year your child 

is due to start in reception 

and all through to year 6. 

 

Swimming lessons at school and the option of swimming after school, at the 

weekends and during the summer holidays is of great benefit to all our children and 

we are always disappointed if the pool has to close for any reason. The chlorine 

levels, temperature and condition of the pool are checked and maintained at least 

twice daily during the swimming season to make sure the pool is safe to swim. If the 

pool gets too cold, or if there has been contamination of the water that requires an 

adjustment to the chlorine then we will very occasionally close the pool for your 

children’s safety.  The chlorine in the pool will deal with most things but there can be a 

problem with certain bacteria from stomach bugs! Without going into all the gory 

details please be aware of the “Two Week Rule” following a stomach upset and keep 

your child out of the pool for the full two weeks following this kind of illness! Thank 

you! 

Gala 


