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Introduction

At Isleham School we see education as a positive partnership between home and school; homework is a key part of this. It offers children the opportunity to become independent learners and to practise and apply skills both inside and outside of the classroom thereby increasing knowledge and understanding. Homework also offers an important opportunity for parents to work in partnership with school to support their child's learning.
Homework is an opportunity to extend learning beyond the classroom and make connections with ‘real life’ contexts. It is also important that homework is seen as an enjoyable complement to what happens at school. We would like to provide opportunities not only to reinforce key skills in Literacy and Maths, but also for children to learn more across a range of subjects and become experts in those areas of interest to them.

Aims for Homework

· To foster a love of learning both in and outside the classroom

· To create opportunities for children to share the curriculum and their learning with parents and carers at home

· To reinforce key skills in Maths and Literacy, linked to work covered at school

· To provide greater opportunities for personalised learning, enabling children to extend themselves and develop skills and knowledge in their own area of interest

Through these aims the school will endeavour to:

· provide opportunities to develop skills outside of school through a range of stimulating tasks

· develop creativity in homework, through cross curricular links, problem solving, games and occasional project-based homework activities

· ensure there is sensible progression in tasks from one year group to the next, as well as the time expected to be spent on homework

·  allow children to share their learning with the class and their peers as they become expert’ in their chosen area

· provide study support for individuals and small groups of children where appropriate 
Progression in activities and time

Isleham School provides activities to allow progression between year groups and an increase in time as children become older and more independent learners.

We recognise that children and families can often be very busy out of school, so we never set homework to be returned the following day.
Reception
Reading (10mins/day) + phonic work when required



Year 1

Reading (10 mins/day)

                       
(After Christmas) Language and communication activity 15 mins/week
Year 2 

Reading (10 mins/day)

                       
 Language and communication activity 15mins/ week

Maths activity 20mins given 1x /fortnight

Year 3

Reading (10 mins/day)

Language and communication activity 20mins/week



Maths activity 20mins / week 
Year 4 

Reading (10 mins /day)

Language and communication activity 20mins/week



Maths activity 20mins / week

Year 5

Reading (15 mins / day)



Language and communication up to 30 mins / week



Maths activity up to 30 mins /week

Year 6 

Reading (15 mins / day)



Language and communication up to 45 mins / week



Maths activity up to 30 mins /week


Maths booster activities ( for selected children)

Activities

· Reading: This is a very important ongoing out of school activity. We like to encourage a ‘little and often’ approach to reading, using schemes, free choice books, websites, comics and so forth. We hope parents will encourage a love of reading through sharing a wide range of books and materials with children. We encourage parents to share the reading experience from early phonological skills to talking about texts as children become more independent readers in Key Stage 2
· Language and Communication activities: These may include investigating / applying spelling patterns and rules, handwriting and any comprehension / creative writing / speaking and listening.

· Maths activities: As often as possible, they are intended to be linked to the work carried out at school that week, so that skills and learning can be consolidated and extended as appropriate. We encourage parents and carers to discuss the task with children so that everyone becomes involved in the learning. Wherever possible, we encourage linking maths to ‘real life’ experiences to make connections to learning beyond the classroom. Learning may be online via secure sites.
If home circumstances make completing a piece of homework very difficult, then parents or children are encouraged to inform the class teacher and time or resources will then be made available to children in school. If a child cannot access the Internet at home for example, then arrangements will be made for them to use the Internet at school for research or to develop skills.

Review and Monitoring

Monitoring of homework provision will be undertaken by the Senior Management Team on an annual basis in consultation with staff, Governors, parents and pupils where appropriate.
Last reviewed: 1.9.17
Date of next review: on or before 1.9.18
